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President Nixon announced last 
- night that an agreement had been 
reached with the Senate Watergate 
committee that edited information 
from his Watergate tapes would be 
made available to the Senate investi- 
gators and the judge presiding over 
the Watergate grand jury and a Su- 
preme Court ruling would not be 
pursued. 

Sen. John C. Stennis (D-Miss.) was 
^ named to authenticate the editing of 
t^e tapes. Mr. Nixon said he would be 
%iven access to “every requested tape” 
in order to verify the statement “is 
JuU and accurate.” 


At the same time, Mr. Nixon ordered 
Watergate Special Prosecutor Archi- 
bald Cox, whose suit touched off the 
historic constitutional • confrontation, 
“to make no further . attempts by ju- 
dicial process to obtain tapes, notes 

or memoranda of presidential conver- 
sations.” 

Mr. Nixon’s announcement was 
written, and was conveyed to report- 
ers by the White House press office. 

The compromise editing of the ma- 
terials reportedly was agreed to by 
Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr., chairman of the 
Senate Watergate committee, and the 
panel’s ranking Republican, Sen. How- 
ard H. Baker Jr., of Tennessee. 

Cox had rejected the compromise. 


Here is the proposal accepted by 
Ervin and Baker, as described in 
Nixon’s words: 

. . as quickly as materials could 
be prepared, there would be submitted 
to U.S. District Court Judge John J. 
Sirica through a statement, prepared 
by me personally from the subpoenaed 
tapes, a: full disclosure of everything 
contained in those tapes that has any 
bearing on Watergate. The authenticity 
of this summary would be assured by 
giving unlimited access to the tapes to 
a very distinguished man, highly re- 
spected, by all elements in American 
life for his integrity, his fairness, and 
his patriotism, so that man could sat- 
isfy himself that the statement pre- 
pared by me did include fairly and 
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accurately anything on the tapes that 
might be regarded as related to Water- 
gate.” 

The decision was announced in a 
1,000-word/ presidential statement just 
3 Y 2 hours before the deadline for ei- 
ther meeting a U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruling to turn over all re- 
quested tapes to Judge Sirica or to 
appeal that decision to the Supreme 
Court. 

Ervin and Baker agreed to the pro- 
cedure in a 40-minute conference with 
Mr. \Nixon early last night. Cox, who 
discussed the matter with Attorney 
General Elliot L. Richardson earlier 
this week, rejected it but was over- 
the President’s move would satisfy Si- 
ruled by the President. 


It was not clear, however, whether 
rica, who is presiding over the grand 
jury, or the Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The appellate court last week upheld 
a Sirica order directing the President 
to make the nine tapes requested by 
Cox available to him to hear in private 
and determine what information w^s 
relevant to Cox’s investigation. 

Cox had gone to court to secure 
tapes of nine White House conversa- 
tions between Mr. Nixon and aides 
after the White House refused to honor 
a subpoena for them. * 

Cox contended they contained evi- 
dence of whether Mr. Nixon knew in 
advance about the June, 1972, break-in 
at the Watergate hearquarters of the 
Democratic National Committee, and 


whether he knew about or participated 
in an ensuing cover-up aimer at pro- 
tecting high White House aides. 

The Senate Watergate committee 
had sought five tapes for much the 
same reasons, ( but Sirica threw out 
their suit Thursday on grounds his 
court had no jurisdiction in a civil 
Wit. The Cox litigation involves a 
criminal suit. 

“I have concluded that it is neces- 
sary to take decisive actions that will 
avoid any possibility of a constitu- 
tional crisis and that will lay the 
groundwork upon which we can assure 
unity of purpose at home and end the 
temptation abroad to test our resolve,” 
Mr. Nixon said.- 


